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The History of Matto Castle

Matto Castle was built as the home for Lord Matto at the end of the Heian
Period, and then was formed into the base for the Mattogumi during an
Ikko uprising. However, the 40000koku of Matto Castle in the man-madefan
shape were taken apart with the destruction of the castle around1614 as
part of the Edo Shogunate's policy of one castle per province.

Despite the lack of accepted historical documents from Matto Castle,
ancient maps of Matto Castle show a main keep(Honmaru), secondary

ring(Ninomaru), tertiary ring(Sannomaru), archer towers(Yaguradai), an

outer perimeter(Demaru)and other defenses, with 9to 23 meter moats

with and without water and embankments guarding each space with the

outermost moat measured at 305 meters north to south and 301 meters

east to west.

Thereafter it was partially used as an amusement park (Bujo-en) in 1913,
saw the construction of the western style Ishikawa District Office in 1924,

and after further use by the Matto Police Office and Library, was made

into a park in 1966 with the removal of these buildings.

Today the remains of the main keep are Matto Castle Ruin Park, and land
of the secondary, tertiary, and outer perimeters completely used by the
Matto Cultural Hall, Matto Learning Center, Chiyo-Jo no Sato Haiku

Museum and other facilities with the only remaining rock walls evident in

the position of the inner moat around the main keep.

In 2010, the park was remodeled with rock walls, a replica of Taiko Bridge
of the time and barrier free paths, so residents can have a place to rest
and converse while admiring these historical features.
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