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< December 2024 Edition >
Merry Christmas!

? Merry Christmas! This month, | wanted to talk about
Christmas.

In the US, Christmas is one of the biggest holidays of
the year. People get very excited about decorating for
the holiday,/baking Christmas cookies, and buying gifts
for their family members. A big difference between
Christmas in the US and in Japan is that in the US,
Christmas is a time to spend time with your family. This
is similar to New Year’s in Japan. Additionally, most
stores in the US are closed on Christmas

Furthermore, each person will exchange gifts with every
other person in their family. So the bigger the family
you have, the more presents you will receive. However,
you also have to give more presents. It is also not
uncommon to give someone multiple presents if you
find multiple things that you think that they would like.
As a kid, my siblings and | always had a stack of presents
waiting for us under the Christmas tree. We were
always very excited to open them up on Christmas
morning.

People will also hang up stockings in their home, usually
in front of the fire place. The stockings are empty until
Christmas morning. Santa Claus visits during the night
and not only leaves present under the tree, but also fills
the stockings full of candy and other small gifts. It is
also common to leave out milk and cookies for Santa to
eat when he visits to drop off presents.

There are many famous characters for Christmas from
movies and songs that you may not have heard of, such
as the Grinch, Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer, and
Frosty the Snowman. The Grinch is a character who
doesn’t like Christmas, but at the end of the story he
enjoys celebrating the holiday with others. Therefore, in
the US, we call people who don’t like Christmas,
Grinches. You don’t want to be called a Grinch. However,
just as in the story, people can always change and enjoy A Famous Christmas Characters
the holiday with others.

{ Until next time,

Nicole




