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Differences Between States

Hello everyone!

Did you know that in Gainesville, Georgia, USA it is illegal to eat
fried chicken with a fork? This law is not enforced, but isn’t it
interesting how each state and their cities are different?

This month | wanted to talk about differences between states.
In the US each state has slightly different culture, weather,
geography, and sometimes accents. Each state also has laws
unique to them. This is because in the US, each state has the
power to create their own laws to fit the needs of their state, as
long as they follow the federal law, US constitution, and the
state’s constitution.

This power to create laws in each state leads to differences
such as the legal driving age, driving-related laws, car
regulations, tax laws, liquor laws, compulsory education age,
etc. For example, in lowa you can obtain your permit to start
driving with an adult at the age of 14, but in the state of
Delaware you must be 16. In lowa, at the age of 16 you can
drive alone, however in Delaware you must be 16% years old.
This difference is likely due to the fact that lowa is more rural,
so it is necessary to be able to drive at a younger age compared
to other states.

For car regulations, states with large cities are often more strict
regarding the condition of cars allowed on the roads in order to
reduce air pollution. As lowa is in the countryside, the
restrictions are very relaxed and it is not required to have your
vehicle inspected regularly like in Japan. However, other states
are similar to Japan in that inspections are required.

States also have different slang and customs. For example in
lowa we say pop, but other states might call the same thing
soda or coke. Another example is that in the Midwest we have
a custom called the midwestern goodbye. A midwestern
goodbye is a drawn out goodbye that could take over an hour,
whereas in other states they may say goodbye and leave
promptly.

As you can see, each state has considerable freedom to create
its own laws, and the culture can vary significantly from one
state to another. Even U.S. citizens must check different laws
when traveling between states. Although they’re all part of the
same country, the cultural differences can still be surprising.

Until next time,

Nicole
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