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Hello everyone! Happy Halloween!

This month, I'd like to talk about the various Days of the Dead.
| think many readers are familiar with Halloween. It takes
place every year on October 31st, and this is said to be a time
where spirits are able to come back to our world. Therefore,
people wear costumes to disguise themselves from the
wandering spirits.

But did you know that Halloween is an abbreviation? It’s short
for “All Hallow’s Eve”. Some Christians celebrate November
1st as “All Saints’ Day” and November 2nd as “All Souls’ Day”.

who have passed away. “All Saint’s Day” was originally called

“All Hallows”, so October 31st became “All Hallow’s Eve”, or , . .
the day before All Hallows. A For All Soul’s Day, families will

decorate and light up graveyards in
If you've seen the Disney movie “Coco”, you might also know  remembrance of their relatives.
that it is also a Mexican tradition to welcome back the souls of »
your deceased relatives. This is called the “Day of the Dead”,
and it also takes place at the beginning of November. Families
throw parties and decorate their homes to welcome back their
relatives. Growing up, | would often see people celebrate
Halloween like usual on the 31st, then dedicate the next two
days to honoring those who had passed away by visiting their
graves or lighting candles for them. In terms of tradition, both
of these holidays are quite similar to Obon.

In other words, Halloween is just the start of what is actually a
three-day festival! Even beyond that, the feeling of Halloween
basically lasts throughout the entire month of October. To me,
my image of October is stores being decorated with witches,
black cats, spiderwebs, and skeletons, while everyone gets
ready for the day we can dress up and eat candy together.

A For Day of the Dead, families throw
parties to celebrate the deceased.

My family always used to hold the party, so while the adults N
had dinner, | would go trick-or-treating together with my
siblings and cousins in my neighborhood. Then, over the next
few days, | would make candles at school to light the way
home for the spirits of my relatives. In a way, Halloween is can
be a time where you can be connected to your whole family,
both those who are with us and those who came before us.

Even though we don’t go trick-or-treating anymore, my family
still decorates the yard and leave their front lights on so that
the neighborhood kids know they can get candy from our
house. Whether you’re giving or receiving, | think Halloween is §

one of the most fun holidays, so please try participating if you #

have a chance! -
A People decorate their houses and leave

Best wishes, their lights on to show that they’re giving
out candy.

Noah -
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