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Midwestern Goodbye

Hello everyone!

As my contract working as the CIR for Hakusan City comes to an
end, | wanted to say my goodbye while teaching you about
midwestern goodbyes.

In the Midwest, it is seen as rude if a guest leaves too quickly, and
can leave the host thinking that they did something wrong.
Therefore, there are a few things that most people do when
saying goodbye, but the catch is that it takes a long time.

First, the guest will stand up or say something about how they P )
should get going. However, they can’t actually leave just yet. %‘% 5 3 Sl : : "‘- N
They usually start the goodbye process though by going around : - ASTEEEET
and giving hugs to everyone while continuing to talk. After this, A | have climbed Mt. Hakusan 3 times and
the host will slowly walk with them to the door, but the am excited to climb it again each year.
conversation doesn’t end there. The conversation in front of the
door can last anywhere from 5 to 45 minutes. Next, the guest
may say something such as “I really should be going,” to try and
leave. However, this does not usually end the entire conversation,
but it does end the conversation in front of the door.

By this point in time around 45 minutes has likely passed, and the
guest may do one more round of hugs before opening for the
door. The conversation will often continue for a while longer
before everyone slowly starts walking together to the car. You
may think that since they made it to the car, they can now leave,
however, another conversation will usually start outside the car.
By this time, its likely been over an hour since they started saying
goodbye, but fear not, once they finally get into the car, they can
leave while the host waves to them from their porch.

This may sound like it is a lot of work to leave, but it is actually a A Wearing a kimono next to Hakusan
part of Midwest culture that | find endearing. We enjoy spending City’s flower, the Japanese morning glory.
time together so much that saying goodbye takes a long time. Of
course, if you have an appointment or somewhere you need to
be, you can leave faster, but if not, expect to talk for a long time.

You’re probably thinking by now that people from the Midwest
really enjoy talking, and you aren’t wrong. Even this was my
longwinded way of saying goodbye.

Thank you to everyone for making my time working as the CIR in
Hakusan City truly memorable. People here in Hakusan City have
been so kind to me, and I’'m happy to say that | plan to continue
living in Hakusan City with my husband. If you see me around,
please make sure to come say hi!

Sincerely,

Nicole A Performing the Koto after practicing
for about 1 year.



