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Tipping Culture
Hello everyone!

This month | wanted to talk about tipping culture in the US.

Unlike Japan, it is common to give tips for various services in
the US and can be confusing to know how much to give and
when to give it. Even Americans can get confused as to what to
do sometimes.

Some services that commonly expect tips are restaurants, bars,
food delivery services, taxis, salons, valet parking, and hotel
housekeeping. Each of these services expects a different
amount of money for a tip that is usually based on a percentage
of your total bill. Most expect a 10-20% tip for their services.

The most common service that people tip for is eating out at
restaurants. Waiters and Waitresses are paid less than
minimum wage per hour with the expectation that they will
receive tips for their work. This is why people eating out at
restaurants must pay a tip. The current federal minimum wage
for tipped workers in the US is $2.13, but may be a higher
amount depending on the state. Waiters are expected to earn
enough tips each hour to earn above the federal minimum
wage of $7.25. If they do not, then the employer must pay the
difference. Due to these laws, tips are ingrained in US culture
and are expected for certain services.

When calculating a tip to give to a waiter, it is common to tip
between 10-20% depending on how good you felt the service
was. 10-20% is calculated from the pre-tax amount listed on the
bill. Using the pre-tax amount, you calculate the percentage
you want to tip, then add it to the total. You must write the tip
amount and the new total on the receipt to give back to the
waiter if you are paying by card. If you want to pay the tip by
cash, you write the original total on the receipt, then leave cash
on the table as a tip. So be careful if you eat out at restaurants,
as the price listed on the menu is less than what you will
actually pay.

Tipping is not expected at fast food restaurants and cafes.
However, it is common for there to be tip jars. If you think they
provided good service or you want to leave a tip, they often
have a tip jar that you can leave money in. It is usually located
close to the cash register.

Until next time,

Nicole

Add Tip?

A Tipping Option at a Fast Food
Restaurant

ATip Jar Commonly Found at a Fast
Food Restaurant or Café



