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Graduation Ceremonies

Hello everyone!

This month, | wanted to talk about graduation ceremonies
in the USA.

The school year is coming to an end in the US and high
schools and universities will hold graduation ceremonies
soon. The school year will end in May or June depending
on the school. After which the students will start summer
vacation before going university or starting their new job
after graduating from University.

For university students, it is possible to graduate in either
the spring semester, summer semester, or fall semester,
depending on when you finish all of your classes. For me, |
graduated in the fall, then started working at a new job
soon after. However, depending on where the student
goes to school, there may be no ceremony in the summer,
so the student may attend the spring or fall ceremony if
they want to participate.

A lowa State University graduation ceremony
with confetti poppers

During the ceremony, everyone will wear a cap, gown, and
a tassel. You can rent or buy the outfit. Most people will
only purchase the cap and the tassel. Some people will

also decorate their cap. In university, each tassel has a e CAT LADY . N '3
distinct color to represent the college from which you are ‘ ot a gareer Sl NELA*
graduating. For instance, orange is for engineering, light : BT

blue for education, purple for law, etc. FU\]r’.JTRE Z
At the high school level, everyone will wear a cap, gown,
and tassel as well. At my high school, the boys and girls
had different color caps and gowns, but the tassels were
the same for everyone with the school colors of maroon
and gold. In recent years this has changed at my high
school and now all students wear the same color outfits
with the same gold tassel as seen in the image to the right.

Every school, both university and high school, have their
own school colors, so the cap and gown may be all black,
or they may match the school colors. People will also wear
colored cords if they received honors, which means they
were in the top of their class.

A High school graduation ceremony where
the students are moving their tassels.
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Graduate students have slightly different gowns. The gown
for a masters student has longer sleeves and a hood. The
gown for a doctorate student has different style sleeves,
bars on the sleeves, a hood, and a different style hat.

During the ceremony, students will go to the stage one by
one when their name is called. They then receive their
diploma case (actual diploma is typically delivered via
mail) and shake hands with school officials, then go to sit
back down. After everyone has been called, the students
are instructed to move their tassel from the right side to
the left side of their cap to show that they have now
graduated. There are also a series of speeches that
happen throughout the ceremony by students, teachers,
and guests.

At the end of the ceremony students will often throw their
caps into the air in celebration, or use confetti poppers.
This depends on the school. Be careful if you throw your
hat as it may be hard to find it again.

Until next time,

Nicole

A Doctorate (Left), bachelors (Middle),
masters (right)

: Q‘sx

A Students going across the stage to shake
hands with school officials and receive their
diploma case



