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< June 2025 Edition >
Road Trips

Hello everyone!

This month, | wanted to talk about an activity that people
do during summer vacation in the USA, road trips. Road
trips are popular for all ages primarily due to their
flexibility, affordability compared to flying, and you can
enjoy the trip with friends and family.

Road trips are known for their long hours in the car.
However, in the USA we have a different idea of what a
long car ride is compared to in Japan. Many Americans will
describe a 5 hour car ride to get to a big city as short if
they are from a rural area. Whereas in Japan this would be =
considered long. However, going from rural places like AA couple taking a road trip
lowa, many people will do road trips where they drive for
15+ hours to get to their destination, so 5 hours really does
feel short. They drive these long distances because they
want to go to destinations such as beaches, mountains,
national parks, or to see family who live far away, and
often driving is a fraction of the cost of flying.

Besides, if you didn’t do a road trip, how else would you
experience things such as the world’s largest rocking chair
in lllinois or the world’s largest truck stop in lowa? They
are not something you would make a special trip to see,
but if its on the way, you might as well stop and enjoy
them!

One road trip that | enjoyed doing a lot was when | lived in
Indiana was driving to upstate New York to see family.
Unfortunately, upstate New York is not close to New York
City, so | have never been there. Where | went was still
about a 5 hour drive from New York City. However, during 3 -
the drive, | could stop and enjoy Niagara Falls to take break [
and stretch before continuing on my way. This is another
perk of driving over flying, as | wouldn’t have been able to
visit Niagara Falls if | hadn’t decided to drive.

A World’s largest truck stop and rocking chair

For road trips, the journey itself is often seen as more
important than the destination as it is a time to enjoy each
other’s company while going on a trip together.

A Niagara Falls

Until next time,

Nicole



