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it can be quite cold in the winter with average
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‘it is not always cold in lowa, it also has very hot

/

< snow as in Hakusan City, people have to be careful of

snow drifts and accumulates in some areas. Also, when

Happy New Year! | hope you are all having a wonderful
start to your new year. Maybe you have even made a
New Year’s resolution that you want to accomplish this
year.

This month, | wanted to talk about the winter season in
lowa. Like Hakusan City, lowa gets snow each year and

temperatures ranging from -5°C to 2°C. However, it is
not uncommon for temperatures somedays to be close
to -18°C. The coldest day in history in lowa was
recorded to be -43.9°C! Polar bears could survive
outside in this frigid weather, but not humans. However

temperatures in the summer with a record high of
47.8 °C! lowa is a state with both extremely hot and
extremely cold days.

A Snow drift on an already plowed road

A

The average snowfall in lowa is 0.762m compared to
Hakusan City at 2.195m. Although there is not as much

snow and ice each year. Even if there is not a lot of
snow that falls at one time, lowa is a flat state, so the

snow falls, it is common for the cities to send out
snowplows to the clear the snow off the roads. They
also will drop sand and salt on the roadways as they
plow. The sand helps the car tires have more traction on
ice, and the salt works to melt any ice that may be there.
Even with these efforts, the roads can still be very
slippery in the winter, so people need to be cautious
when driving.

In addition to an occasional blizzard, we also have what
we call freezing rain. If it is warm one day it may rain
throughout the day, but at night the temperatures
plummet and all of the rain becomes ice. It is beautiful
to look outside and see all of the ice that formed
overnight, but it can create dangerous road conditions.
Va
Due to the snow, we also have to shovel our driveways ': %

in order to be able to park our cars. As shoveling can be 7},(\* ){

quite tiring, many people own snow blowers. Other 7
people get more creative. One of our neighbors would \ ‘\
plow his driveway using an ATV each year. W\ ™= /A

A Using a snowblower to clear a driveway
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Until next time,

On days with blizzards or freezing rain, it is common
that schools will have a snow day. A snow day is a day
where schools will close due to poor weather and
students stay at home. Nowadays, students may be
expected to do some classes online when there is a
snow day, but when | was a child we did not have online
learning.

During snow days, my friends that lived in my
neighborhood would all gather and we would play
outside. We would build snow forts, make snowmen,
make snow angels, have snowball fights, etc. Then after
spending a lot of time outside in the snow, we would go
inside to warm up and drink hot chocolate with
marshmallows. The coldest days in winter had some of
my best childhood memories of winter.




