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<K August 2025 Edition >
Tornadoes

Hello everyone!

You may have heard the story of The Wizard the Oz and how
Dorothy is carried off to another land from Kansas. Today, |
wanted to talk about the thing that caused Dorothy to get
carried away, a tornado.
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In the US, specifically in the central to southern parts,
tornadoes are so common each year that they refer to the
region as Tornado Alley. My home state, lowa, is located at the
northern part of this region. It gets many tornadoes each year
in spring and summer, so people are very used to them and
workplaces and schools have tornado drills to practice what to
do in case one occurs.
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A The red region represents Tornado Alley

Just as foreign people who come to Japan may not be aware of
what to do during a natural disaster such as an earthquake,
tsunami, etc., many Japanese people may not know what to do
in case of a tornado. When a tornado happens, the city will
sound a siren. Then you are supposed to go down the lowest
level of a building, in my home state this is usually the
basement. Almost all houses have a basement due to the risk of
tornadoes. After going to the lowest level, you should go into a
small room with no windows on the innermost part of the
house and get under something sturdy. This usually would be a
bathroom, closet, or hallway. In schools and in workplaces,
there are usually designated inner rooms or restrooms with no
glass that are safer to be in during a tornado.

Although many people learn from a young age what they are
supposed to do, many people do not do anything in the case of
a tornado warning. Usually there is a small chance that you will
be affected if the tornado forms far away and is heading away
from you, so many people don’t do anything. Also, many of the
tornadoes in the Midwest occur in fields, therefore, populated
areas are unaffected. However, if you are close by or the
tornado changes paths, it can be deadly. Therefore, it is good to
be cautious and take shelter if you hear the siren. The image on
the right is a real photo showing a person mowing his lawn with
a tornado in the background. He told the news station that he
was “keeping an eye on it.” when they interviewed him. This
image is funny now since he was safe after the tornado passed,
but in this circumstance he definitely should have taken shelter.
If you are ever near a tornado, make sure to seek shelter and
stay safe.
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Until next time, A Man who mowed lawn with tornado
behind him says he ‘was keeping an eye on it’
Nicole



