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Core: insulation board. Surface: rush, polypropylene and calcium carbonate. Edging: mixed synthetic fabrics (polyethylene, ester and polypropylene)

 Collection Fujieda City, Hakusan City

Tatami World was designed by Michael Butler, with a variation of this Installation first exhibited at the Penrith Regional Gallery & The Lewers Bequest (Sydney) in 2009 (and installed with the assistance of Leo Tanoi). 

Michael Butler is a Sydney based artist, whose art practice moves between drawing, collage and Installation. Butler's meticulous and obsessively constructed narrative works utilise the inspiration of Flemish and Northern European medieval and renaissance religious painting and DADIST collage.  

At its simplest Michael Butler’s Tatami World is an exercise in composition and Abstraction. However, deeper readings reveal a questioning of the validity and value of Art as he deftly transforms what is normally found beneath our feet (Low Art) into an object of beauty adorning a wall (High Art). Thus, the work explores the symbolic duality of object and appreciation, and the tussle between beauty and banality.  

