AOTEL ST 2/\,
KiF 3 04E DB H _

AUV AT OAHE N2 —TERZET D25 | A 73—(2005)
Taiko Drum Performance by “SASUKE” at the JSPA Centre
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Recipients of the International Friendship Commendation and their contributions
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Ross Fowler OAM Mayor of Penrith City
He has contributed towards the development of friendship between our cities by
leading official delegations to Hakusan on 3 separate occasions. He also hosted the
Penrith Bicentenial Celebration to which a Hakusan and Fujieda delegation were
kindly invited.
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Jackie Greenow OAM

Chairperson of the Penrith International Friendship Committee (PIFC)

She has been the Chairperson of PIFC for 14 years and been the driving force
behind the grassroots exchange on the citizen level. During her time as a councillor,
she invited youngTaiko drum performers to Penrith City and has greatly promoted
and contributed to the exchange of cultures between two countries.
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Tomoko Ward  PIFC Executive

She has been a member of the PIFC for over 30 years. Amongst this, offering her
translation and interpretation services throughout many exchange projects and
acting as a bridge linking Australia and Japan is particularly remarkable.
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Akira Goto

Chairperson of the Fujieda International Friendship Society (FIFS)
He has without a doubt strengthened the links between our three cities - Penrith,
Fujieda, and Hakusan - as the chairperson of FIFS for a long time.
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Beginning of the Exchange
Thanks to the ties Matto had with Fujieda, Matto (now Hakusan) concluded a friendship agreement
with Penrith City. Due to the large number of bush fires, Penrith has a strong awareness against fire
prevention and has a Museum of Fire. Due to this, the early stages of the exchange were focused
on firefighting. In 1993, the homestay exchange program between Penrith High School and high
school students in Hakusan began.
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Matto’s old hand pump fire cart
is displayed at the NSW
Museum of Fire in Penrith.
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Reaffirmation of friendship kick starts more prominent cultural exchange

In 2005 after the birth of Hakusan City, a reaffirmation of the friendship with Penrith City was
conducted which paved the way for more cultural exchange such as the Asano Taiko drum group
being invited to Penrith and performing at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre. In response,
the following year we invited a student tenor singer and young pianists from Penrith to perform at
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Former Mayor Kado shakes hands with Dame Joan Sutherland.
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Taiko workshop at a
university in
Penrith
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Friendship Concert in Hakusan
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Exchange at the citizen level also becoming more active

In 2006 the early childhood education research trip conducted by Kinjo College students to Penrith
began. We also have an increase in citizen delegations visiting Penrith and energizing the
exchange on the non-governmental level.
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Strengthening cultural ties between three cities; Penrith, Fujieda and Hakusan

In 2009, a combined cultural exchange project to celebrate 25 years of friendship between Penrith
and Fujieda, 20 years of friendship between Penrith and Hakusan and 50 years of successful
municipal government in Penrith was held. Since 2009, every 5 years Hakusan and Fujieda
conduct a joint delegation visit to Penrith, further strengthening the bonds between the three cities.
The collaboration has left a strong impression on many people.
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T—T 4 A FDE XA (2009) Opening ceremony of photography exhibition
[Uniform| and Japanese culture exhibition
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Collaboration of
Fujieda’s break dance
and Hakusan’s drum
performance
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Joint visit by Fujieda and Hakusan during the Penrith Bicentennial Celebrations
The Penrith Bicentennial Celebration once again confirmed the importance and value of the
exchanges and friendship shared between our three cities. This further strengthened our
cooperation as we swore our commitment to the development of the exchange leading into a new
era.
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KFEIZHITT Looking to the future

RREBSHANCORIFERDORRBRO LI LBEEZEZTED LD, 51/ E, #m
MXREHELTENYET,

We wish to continue to promote the friendship shared between our cities in the hope
that the new generation can experience global friendships and the benefits that follow.
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Exchange Project between primary school students has started since 2016.
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Exchange Programme with Penrith High School has been a great success since
1993.

Hakusan=»Penrith(1993~) Penrith=Hakusan(1994~)

171 students and teachers 169 students and teachers
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International Relations Division (HIA office)
Tee 076-274-9520 E-mail toshikouryu@city.hakusan.lg.jp



