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History of Friendship
Between Columbia and Hakusan
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Recipients of the International Friendship Commendation and their contributions
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Mary Anne McCollum  Former Mayor of Columbia City

Ms. Mary Anne McCollum helped build the first strong
foundations of the exchange between Columbia and Matto
City (now Hakusan City).

Even after stepping down as mayor, she has continued to
offer her support for the friendship our cities share and we
are truly grateful.
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Peter Stiepleman  Superintendent, Columbia Public Schools

In 2008 the dJunior High School Homestay Exchange
Program was suspended and following a long blank in the
exchange, Dr. Peter Stiepleman led an official delegation
to Hakusan in 2018. He has returned again in 2019 to try
and establish a student exchange between our cities once
more. The contributions he has made to the rekindling of
the exchange between Columbia and Hakusan are
immeasurable.
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Sister City Agreement March 7th, 1988

The sister city relationship between old Matto City (now Hakusan City) and the City of Columbia
began with the sister school relationship between Kinjo College and Columbia College. The
president of Columbia College at the time was Dr. Donald Ruthenberg who was a key figure in
uniting our cities. On the 7™ of March 1988, a large delegation of 52 citizens from Matto City visited
Columbia and held a sister city agreement signing ceremony in the city council chamber.
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Sister City Signing by Mayor
Rodney Smith and Hosokawa.
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College and Dr. Donald Columbia City Council Members at the
Ruthenberg, Columbia College. reception. (1988)
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Beginnings of the exchange 1989~

In 1989, the following year after the sister city agreement was concluded, a delegation from
Columbia City visited Matto and participated in the Matto Festival and watched a university student
volleyball match amongst other things. In 1990, after Mary Anne McCollum was appointed Mayor of
Columbia, the Junior High School Homestay Exchange Program began and the bonds between our

two cities quickly grew stronger. During the same year, Japanese language became a selectable
choice at junior high schools in Columbia.
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i Columbia delegation consisting of 35
members visited Matto in summer of
1989.
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Larry Young’s sculpture “Infinitude” is
displayed at the museum. (1990)
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Mayor McCollum met with the
first Matto exchange students.
(1990)
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Junior High School Homestay Exchange Program (1990~~~ 2008)

From 1990, the junior high school student homestay exchange program continued for 19 years
during which Columbia visited Hakusan City a total of 9 times with a total of 224 participants and
Hakusan also visited Columbia 9 times with a total of 241 people participating. Unfortunately the
program is no longer running but even now there are many students and families carrying out

exchange who met through this program.
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Homestay Exchange Program i : s :
Participants: 465 persons (A) T%ﬁg%%gaﬂ/i;f Zi:): =
Hakusan=»Columbia(1990~2007) Tree planting in commemoration of
241 students and teachers the sister city 200 anniversary with

Columbia=Hakusan(1991~2008) the 9th Columbia exchange group and
224 students and teachers Mayor Kado.
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HIA delegation visit Columbia for sister city 25" anniversary (2013)

2008 saw the end of the homestay exchange program and with it, a decrease in exchange activity
between cities. However in 2013, to celebrate the sister city 25" anniversary, Chairman of the HIA
Mr. Fukuda led a citizen delegation sponsored by the HIA formed of 12 members and visited
Columbia. This visit rekindled the exchange between our cities and once again we felt the
importance of “people to people exchange”.  (HIA: Hakusan International Association)
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Congratulatory Speech for the

25th anniversary by Mr.
Fukuda, HIA chairman.
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touching reunions with hosted students, teachers and exchange students’ parents.



5. IEREBTTIRE 30 A4 : FH L VRRICHITRFRAER 2018~
JOVETH - AUTO 30 BED 201845F, E—4— - AT+ =TI EEREZEAEIC, 3AY
E7RTYYIRI—VAPIX—YNIKRZOEREE 4 BOFHENIARXE L TE 10 ERY IS
AHEFNFELz. BEFED2019F5 A, Z0&FL LT, WHTREARIC. BHITERER.
FHEERXAHERSR. RO 2 20HBEANAIRCE7MEHM L. k& miZEEHAm£1T
L, HLOBRICATTORFNIELEY E LT,

Sister City 30" Anniversary: Restarting of exchange leading into a new era

In 2018, to celebrate the sister city 30" anniversary a delegation from Columbia City consisting of
members from Columbia Public Schools and the University of Missouri led by Dr. Peter Stiepleman,
Superintendent of Columbia Public Schools visited Hakusan for the first time in 10 years. In
response to this, in May of the following year, a delegation of 12 from Hakusan led by Mayor
Yamada and his delegation visited Columbia and conducted a sister city reaffirmation signing

ceremony.
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Columbia official delegation visited Hakusan and observed the International
College of Technology (ICT) which had newly opened in Hakusan.
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Hakusan mayoral delegation at the reception sponsored by MU in 2019
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We wish to continue to promote the friendship shared between our cities in the hope that
the new generation can experience global friendships and the benefits that follow.
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who are learning Japanese at school and one chaperone visited Hakusan and
experienced a homestay, school visits and various cultural activities in 2018.
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Exchange Project between elementary school students has continued since 2016.

Jefferson Middle School (= b7 )  HIA/NERE (Hakusan City)
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Hakusan City Council Tourism, Culture and Sports Department
International Relations Division (HIA office)
Te. 076-274-9520 E-mail toshikouryu@city.hakusan.lg.jp




